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PRESS RELEASE

2007 National Catholic Youth Conference Gathers 20,000+ Attendees
The National Catholic Youth Conference (NCYC) was held in Columbus, OH, November 8-10, 2007 with over 20,000 attendees. This biennial conference, sponsored by the National Federation for Catholic Youth Ministry (NFCYM), is the largest single gathering of Catholic youth in the country.

Young people and their adult chaperones from 145 dioceses joined with eighteen bishops, approximately 200 priests and religious, 450 exhibitors, 250 speakers and performers, and over 1,100 volunteers to explore the theme, “Discover the Way / Descubre el Camino”. Participants worshiped together, took advantage of the Sacrament of Reconciliation, took part in service opportunities, and attend workshops, concerts, and performances. Approximately 100 young people served as Animators and Ambassadors, leading prayer and worship, introducing speakers, and welcoming attendees to workshops.

Keynote presentations were given by Rev. Tony Ricard, a pastor and noted speaker from New Orleans; Renee Bondi, a gifted singer and composer; and Tony Melendez, an international performer and speaker. All three witnessed to their Catholic faith and the power of Jesus as their “Way”. Many of the bishops led and participated in workshops, along with noted youth ministry leaders from across the country.

A unique feature of NCYC was “Port Discovery”, the extensive conference interactive thematic park and exhibit center. The Park included a vocations corner, a college center, justice row, service projects, inflatable games, and over three hundred exhibitors. Contemporary Catholic music artists performed daily at The Way Café and special concerts were offered throughout the weekend as well.
The NFCYM is a network of 172 dioceses and 61 collaborating organizations which provides leadership, training, resources and networking for furthering the Church’s outreach to young people.

For more information, please visit http://www.nfcym.org/NCYC/2007/index.htm.
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