	SUBCOMMITTEE ON THE HOME MISSIONS

United States Conference of Catholic Bishops

3211 Fourth Street, NE, Washington, DC 20017-1194

  
	2012 CHM Application
Arch/Diocesan Applicant


Individual Program Application
	Arch/Diocese:
	

	Program:
	Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth 

	Program Coordinator:
	
	Program Request:
	$1,500

	Mailing Address:
	

	
	

	Telephone:
	
	Fax:
	

	E-mail:
	
	Website:
	


	Is the CHM currently supporting the missionary activity covered in this application?
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	X

	For continuing programs, is the amount requested substantially the same?
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	

	For continuing programs, are the goals/activities of the program substantially the same?
	
	Yes
	
	
	No
	


If you answered “yes” to all three questions, you need only complete the attached program budget sheet and staple it to this page.

If you answered “no” to any of these questions, please follow the directions below.  Staple your narrative to this page.
	· Description
	Describe the program briefly, touching on its goals, general structure, staffing, and actual or projected operation.  The description of the proposal should be concise but complete.  If the program in question is complex, please explain each major component.  Photos of program in action are welcome (please include name(s), date, location, explanation of photos).



	· Eligibility
	Indicate as precisely as possible how the program falls within the description of “home mission activity” given in the CHM Guidelines for Funding.  It is extremely important that the applicant make a persuasive case, especially if the home mission nature of the program is not immediately clear.  Please note that the CHM guidelines cover different classes of activity, such as proclamation of the Word, pastoral services, personnel training, and the formation of faith communities.



	· Urgency
	The CHM wishes to serve where the need is greatest.  Applicants should explain the urgency of their program in light of the whole mission of the Church.


	· Need for Outside Funding
	Frequently, grant proposals are disapproved because the applicant fails to show convincingly that outside funding is needed.


	· Program Budget
· Future Funding
	Please complete attached sheet.
Applicants should detail their financial plans for the future.  They should specify the amounts they expect to request of the CHM, the number of years they expect to renew their request, and the sources of revenue they expect to draw on when their relationship with the CHM ends.




2012 Program Budget
	Arch/Diocese:
	

	Program:
	Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth (English Version)


	
	
	  
	
	

	
	
	Give a precise income and expenditure budget for each program for which you are seeking funding, using the line items below.  If you have submitted applications for this program to funding agencies other than the CHM, list their names and the amounts requested from each.  You may submit an automatically generated budget sheet in place of this form, but be sure to provide all the information requested.
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


	TOTAL 2012 PROGRAM FUNDING PROVIDED BY:
	Source
	Amount

	
	CHM Grant:
	$1500

	
	Diocese:
	$1000

	
	Parish:
	$400 

	
	Black & Indian Grant:
	

	
	Extension Society Grant:
	

	
	Other: 
	
	
	

	
	Other:
	
	
	

	
	

	TOTAL 2012 PROGRAM COSTS:
	$ 2,900


	
	
	Program Expenses
	
	Use of CHM Funds

	Salaries & Benefits:
	
	
	
	

	Travel Expenses:
	
	$700
	
	

	Equipment Purchases & Rentals:
	
	
	
	

	Meetings & Conferences:
	
	$1500
	
	$1500

	Reproduction & Printing:
	
	$500
	
	

	Postage & Freight:
	
	
	
	

	Telephone & Fax:
	
	
	
	

	Supplies:
	
	$200
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	
	
	

	Other:
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	TOTALS:
	
	$2900
	
	$1500


Description:

Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth is a three-part, national training project developed by the National Federation of Catholic Youth Ministry which assists dioceses and parishes in engaging and partnering with parents in promoting deeper spiritual growth for families with children and teens.  The initial training presentation involves three distinct sessions:

1. A two hour parent session

2. A three hour parish leader session

3. A three hour training of the trainer session

Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth was inspired by the relevant conclusions of the 2004 groundbreaking National Study of Youth and Religion (hereafter the “NSYR”). The NSYR revealed that “the single most important influence on the religious and spiritual lives of adolescents is their parents” (Soul Searching 261). The NSYR also shows that “religious congregations that prioritize ministry to youth and support for their parents, invest in trained and skilled youth group leaders, and make serious effort to engage and teach adolescents seem much more likely to draw youth into their religious lives and to foster religious and spiritual maturity in their young members” (Soul Searching 261-262).

Eligibility:

The  Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth project addresses the United States Conference of Catholic Bishop’s mandate to evangelize teenage Catholics through integrated ministry that incorporates the parish, family, and individual, in order to foster “the total personal and spiritual growth of each young person” by fostering “positive adolescent development and growth in both Christian discipleship and Catholic identity” (Renewing the Vision: A Framework for Catholic Youth Ministry, 1997, 15).

In The National Directory for Catechesis, the bishops of the United States have clearly stated that “parents are the most influential agents of catechesis for their children” (NDC 234). Calling the family “the first place where ministry to adolescents usually occurs,” the bishops directed that youth ministry should enrich “family life in a way that affirms the sacramentality of Christian marriage and the mission of the Catholic family in today’s     world . . .” (RTV 21-22).  Furthermore, the bishops have commented that “one of the most important tasks for the Church today is to promote the faith growth of families by encouraging families to share, celebrate, and live their faith at home and in the world” (RTV 12).  
Likewise, we believe that the fresh emphasis on parental involvement in youth ministry will have a positive effect on the parents involved. Present models of ministry to youth tend to leave parents in the position of abdicating responsibility for their children’s religious formation to parish ministers or other “experts.” By focusing on engaging and supporting the family as the domestic church, of which parents are the head, parents and parishes can actively partner together in ministering to teens while growing as a family in their shared Catholic identity. 

Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth directly addresses Catholic religious illiteracy by creating a ministerial model which brings families and teens together around the truths of their Catholic faith. And because the program trains local leaders to replicate the parent sessions in parishes and schools, it is both an empowering and evangelizing form of ministry that will yield much fruit over the years ahead and yet requires only a one-time funding request.
Need for Outside Funding
Each participating home mission diocese purchases the entire program to be presented in the diocese for $1500 (plus travel/accommodation/meal costs for one national trainer for two nights estimated at $700 which is to be paid for by the diocese). In addition, fifty copies of each of the printed resources are included in the initial fee with additional copies available at a substantial discount when purchased in bulk. The diocese will be responsible for printing costs (estimated at $500) plus other costs for snacks and meals.  

Future Funding

This $1500 program purchase price includes the copyright permission to replicate the Strong Catholic Families: Strong Catholic Youth program and the related printed resources locally with no expiration date or annual fees required. Therefore, this request is a one-time request that will yield countless years of return as the program is replicated annually with parents in parishes across the diocese.

