A Youth Ministry Prayer Service 
On the 5th Anniversary of September 11th
Opening Song: Taize, Ubi Caritas

Opening Prayer
God of hope, fill our darkness with light as we recall the destruction, terror, and loss of life just five short years ago.  Instill in us a desire to pursue peace by seeking justice. Help us to lift up those who experience injustice in our world. Give us strength to pray for those that hate us. Give us insight to respect different faiths and cultures. Give us compassion to reach out to all who experienced the loss of life both on September 11th and throughout the many conflicts that have followed. God of light, grace us with hope during the times that we do not understand. We ask all these things through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. AMEN

Gospel: (This Gospel was used by the U.S. Bishops in their 2001 Pastoral Message: Living With Faith and Hope After September 11th)
Blessed are they who mourn,

For they will be comforted…

Blessed are they who hunger and thirst for righteousness,
For they will be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful,

For they shall be shown mercy…

Blessed are the peacemakers,

For they will be called children of God.

Mt. 5:4,6,7,9

Reflection
The leader of the prayer service is invited to share thoughts about the impact of 9/11. A short time line may help: from the time of learning about the terror attack, to the sinking realization of the massive loss of life, to the questions brought to faith, which eventually helped point towards hope. Resources for these reflections may be found on the website of the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops: http://www.usccb.org/sdwp/sept11.htm 
Optional Activity: Have the large group break into several smaller groups and discuss the impact of 9/11 on them personally and on their faith. Questions should reflect the community gathered.
Petitions
Lord, Jesus Christ we have struggled these past five years to understand the meaning of 9/11. We know how many lives were affected by tragedy in the United States. We also know how many lives around the world have been impacted by the war on terrorism. Through our prayers help us to seek peace and pursue it.
· We pray for all victims of terror and their families. May the deep ruptures of pain that pierced life as they knew it be healed with the compassion and love of a faithful community. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord hear our prayer.

· We pray for those who respond to terror: our firefighters, police, armed forces, and civil leaders. May these heroes be strengthened with courage as they seek to save lives. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord hear our prayer.

· We pray for those stuck in oppression that do not experience hope. May they be met by advocates who will lift up the dignity of human life so that all may discover and share their gifts for the common good. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord hear our prayer.

· We pray for a time of teaching, that leaders in our church may inspire Catholics to know what the church teaches about war and peace, human life, justice and Catholic social teaching. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord hear our prayer.

· We pray for hope as our nation mourns and remembers. Help us to be true witness of the Christian message in our service, our solidarity and in our desire to understand others with a compassionate heart. We pray to the Lord. R: Lord hear our prayer.

Compassionate God, you are the source of hope and the light of the world. Help us to reflect the grace of these gifts to all who mourn and suffer. We pray these things through Christ, Our Lord. AMEN.

Our Father
Together we pray in the words our Savior taught:  Our Father…

Closing Prayer

Five years have passed, O Lord,

five years of mourning and of tears,

of struggling to make sense and to go on.

Five years since crashing planes, collapsing building,

rivers of smoke and ash and fear brought death and fear.

Give us the courage to hope again, Father.

To pray even for our enemies, and for ourselves.

Give us the grace to be freed from hate

and unbound from the paralysis of fear.

Give us the freedom of the children of God.
Awaken in our hearts a firm resolve

“to reject the ways of violence,

to combat everything that sows hatred and division

within the human family,

and to work for the dawn of a new era

of solidarity, justice and peace.”

We ask this through the Prince of Peace,

our Way, our Truth, and our Life,

Christ the Lord. Amen. 
(Closing Prayer from the United States Conference of Catholic Bishops prayer Remembering 9/11) 
http://www.usccb.org/vocations/rememberanceprayers.shtml
Closing Song: Taize, Ubi Caritas or other
Developed by Mark Moitoza for NFCYM.
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